Monday 2nd March
at the Harrow Hotel
Eskbank Road, Dalkeith
This is ourat
AGM,
so important.
8.00pm
Please make every effort to
come

Oh dear, still no meetings

About the Light Aircraft Association:
www.laa.uk.com

With a history extending over 70 years, the
UK Light Aircraft Association promotes safe
and economical operation of sports and
recreational aircraft.
Representing the
aviation interests of around 8,000
recreational pilots, amateur-builders and
enthusiast members, the LAA oversees the
operation of more than 2,500 light aircraft
and the build of another 1,700, whilst
providing sector-leading consultation and
advocacy in aviation-related regulatory
matters both in UK and Europe.
A Stop Press item, hope you read it before it’s all over. There will be a fly-in at Easter from Friday the
4th of September to Sunday the 6th. Trig the avionics people will be there and doing some
demonstrations, and there will be catering on site from about 4.00 pm on Friday.
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This newsletter can also be viewed on
the Strut website:

eos-strut.org

Fly in at East Fortune East
Words by Ed Lyon

The Fly-in organized by Keith Griggs on
behalf of The Nicola Murray Foundation for
Ovarian Cancer Research on Sunday 30th
August at East Fortune East was a great
success.
Keith had ordered up good
weather and the Weather Gods provided
us with just that.
Good weather with little variable wind
tempted in 15 aircraft throughout the day
from as far away as Matlock and another
from Peterhead in addition to the usual
participants from elsewhere in Scotland.

It was also an opportunity for local Strut
members to meet up for the first time
since March.
The barbecue was in full swing with
burgers, sausages, onions and rolls being
much appreciated by the visitors, and the
raffle which Keith had devised did
excellent business with very generous
payments being made.
Indeed the raffle and the many generous
donations meant that the sum of money
raised for the charity exceeded our

expectations. £400 was raised in cash
with more promised donations to come so
we are hoping that the final figure will be
in the region of between six and seven
hundred pounds.
A big thank-you to Keith for putting this
together, to all who helped out on the day
and above all to those who attended and
gave so generously to this worthwhile
charity.

How it was done

Carluke curiosity

Somewhere in Carluke, Larkshire, this Convair Metropolitan, formerly flying
with a Portuguese carrier then Air Atlantique, has found a new use as a
beauty salon. The young owner’s parents originally bought it to convert into
holiday accommodation but passed it on to their daughter to start her
business.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-scotland-glasgow-west-41266174

Colin Lourie and the drone that took the photo of the fly-in on the
previous page. I had a shot of it and it’s a very clever piece of kit.
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The second VJ Day flypast

On VJ Day people waited in vain for the Red Arrows to fly over but they had to give Edinburgh a miss because of the low cloudbase that day. On August 24th
they made up for it with a second visit in the evening sunshine and Colin Lourie passes on this piece of video, taken from their Hawk chase plane. I believe that
because they were going to pass near the East Fortune Microlight field they asked if they would give them a flypast. They did, and even put on their smoke for
them. What a nice touch. https://twitter.com/rafredarrows/status/1298000136325533708?s=20
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More Red Arrows
Colin couldn’t help comparing then and now with this and another photo on the next page. ‘I know they were different times, but this was one of their Gnats
at a Prestwick show in 1967. The cloud must have been down to about 300 ft, it was pouring with rain and blowing a gale. I doubt if the Gnat is at anything
like 100 ft - above the crowd.’

‘Prestwick, 1967 again. Because of the weather, they put on their “flat” display. Here’s a shot I’ve never bothered looking at before.
Part of the formation breaking, at what looks like around a couple of hundred of feet at most.’

Luxury!
This is a real must-see video from Alberto Gregori and the
placeholder image alongside bears no relation to the
unbelievable awfulness of the landing place in the clip. I
couldn’t find an image remotely bad enough.
Alberto says ‘This is vfr Scud running at its best! Probably an
illegal mining operation in Brazilian rainforest. Note the
machete on right of windscreen to cut yourself out of a crash
into thick jungle canopy.
Navigation at low level made easy! Find the spray from the
waterfall, be at 300 ft over it, turn right and after 500 metres
turn onto finals..watch the wingtips!’
https://twitter.com/jasonplato/status/1291456694397149185?s=09

Lancasters over Hiroshima?
Another interesting piece of film from Jim which tells the story
of how the RAF formed and trained a top secret squadron of
Lancasters to drop the first atomic bombs on Japan.
Time was of the essence and it looked as if development of
the bomb would be complete before America’s advanced B29
was ready. The Lancaster was also the only aircraft with a
bomb bay long enough to hold ‘Thin Man’, a plutonium gun
type device.
The Lancaster just didn’t have the range though and would
require air to air refuelling, still in its early days and no easy
thing to achieve. In the end ‘Thin Man’ was abandoned, the
other designs would fit in the B29, the B29 had the required
range, the aircraft was reliable enough to come into service
and the Lancaster was no longer required.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5XX9ptCNpik
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What’s this, where and when?
See next page…

It’s a Westland Widgeon 3A, the final development of a small run of Parasol winged aircraft which evolved from an entry in the Lympne light aircraft competitions
of the early 1920s. The photo on the previous page, and this, show ‘Miss Ethyl’ of the Anglo American Oil Company which gave an aerobatic display at Wick in
1930. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Westland_Widgeon_(fixed_wing)
These photographs are from the
Johnston Collection in Wick. Three
generations of the Johnston family
worked as commercial photographers
in the far north of Scotland and my
friend Fergus has been helping to
digitise the 40,000 negatives which
can now be seen online.
His next daunting task is to make a
start on rescuing the images using
Photoshop. The image alongside is a
‘before’ and the one on the previous
page is an ‘after’. What a difference.
Not many are aviation related but it
gives a fascinating glimpse of those
times and that place.
https://johnstoncollection.net/

There seems to be a very attractive
Widgeon survivor, or possibly a new
build, in Australia. VH-UGI is painted
as G-AUGI.
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I’ll take two please

Concorde and its ilk will probably never be seen again but it seems there is a market for smaller supersonic bizjets that the very wealthy can fly in, as several
companies are now developing them. The link below tells you what this one is all about but it doesn’t appear to have much in the way of sonic boom suppressing
technology so is maybe just aimed at trans-oceanic crossings. https://www.unilad.co.uk/technology/virgin-galactic-and-rolls-royce-teaming-up-for-2300-mph-supersonic-jet/

And now, a homebuilt Arrow
Following on from his article in
last month’s Newsletter about
Avro Canada’s Arrow and the
unhappy events surrounding its
cancellation, Ted Grossmith has
discovered
that
the
Avro
Museum at Springbank, Canada,
is building a 60% scale flying
replica.
Current status is
unknown but you can find out
something about it at;

A 1950s photo of one of the original free-flight
Arrow test models on a Nike booster, before a
supersonic test flight.

www.avromuseum.com

What happened to the Hawaii Clipper?
Jim Prettyman came across this story while looking up something
about the Martin M-130 flying boat. In the late 1930s Pan Am owned
three of these ‘Clippers’ which they used on transoceanic routes.
Shortly before the outbreak of WW2 one of these, the ‘Hawaii
Clipper’, disappeared without trace on a flight over the Pacific
between Guam and Manila. It had set off from San Francisco at the
start of a six day flight with four overnight stops.
No trace of it was ever found but many theories were put forward,
with one particularly gruesome one, but each was backed with proof
that turned out to be hard to confirm. A popular idea at the time of
growing anti-Japanese sentiment was that it had been hijacked by
stowaways and forced to fly to remote Truk Lagoon. There the
advanced engines were removed by the Japanese military for copying
and the crew and passengers killed and buried. Then again, maybe
weather, navigation or mechanical failure caused the loss. You can
read more here.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hawaii_Clipper
https://www.historynet.com/vanished-happened-hawaii-clipper.htm
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The wonderful Mosquito
Jim Prettyman found this hour long
programme about the Mosquito, narrated
by the broadcaster and LAA Ambassador
Arthur Williams.

to which history attributes that
appellation is the Battle of Britain and
the Spitfire.
The Hawker Hurricane,
however, shot down twice as many
enemy aircraft in that conflict.
The legendary low level exploits in
Europe were led by a supreme navigator,
Squadron Leader Edward Sismore, DSO,
DFC. All missions were perfectly timed
such that all missions and their return to
base fell within a two minute window.

It is called ‘The Plane That Saved Britain’
and Ted Grossmith added; ‘Jim, Indeed a
fine tribute. I'd never considered the
Mossie as the plane that saved Britain but
collectively through its many varied roles
it deserves such a title. The single action

In 1947 he and the pilot won the speed
record in a flight from London to
Capetown, winning the Britannia Trophy
for that year. He graduated from
Kettering Grammar School a few years
ahead of me and retired as an air
marshal. Incidentally, his father and
mine were in the trenches together at
Ypres in 1917 so I felt a kinship with him.’
https://youtu.be/IlnS94Sul9s

East of Scotland Strut contacts
Chairman; Justin Kennedy
6 Cammo Walk, Edinburgh EH4 8AN Tel 0131 339 8304 / 07798 661 985
justin @systemwise.co.uk
Co-ordinator and Secretary: Iain Gibson
102 Craigmount Brae, Edinburgh EH12 8XN Tel 0131 339 2351
inrgibson001@btinternet.com

Keep sending stuff in.
Andrew.

Treasurer and Membership Secretary; Duncan Robertson
17 Cramond Avenue, Edinburgh EH4 6PP Tel 0131 312 7857
robertsons87@hotmail.co.uk
Newsletter Editor: Andrew Macleod
102 Gilmore Place, Edinburgh EH3 9PL Tel 0131 228 2774
andrewj.macleod@virgin.net
Safety Officer: Steven Borthwick
73 Galbraith Crescent, Larbert, Falkirk FK5 4AZ Tel 07707 856 680 / 01324 555 056
borthwick4@hotmail.com
Committee Member without Portfolio: Ed Lyon
14 Craigielaw Park, Aberlady EH32 0PR Tel 01875 870 117
edlyon@hotmail.co.uk
I
LAA Inspector: Tim Rayner
3 Fowler Street, Tranent EH33 1BU Tel 0187 561 3352 / 0779 515 3392
hipe@btinternet.com
LAA Inspector: Robin Johnson
Templehall, Midlem, Selkirk TD7 4QB Tel 01835 870 361 / 07836719350
robinj100@btinternet.com
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